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OP g:2A/AS 


WILLIAM late Viſcount of STAFFORD, 


His laſt Speech uponthe Scaffold on Tower-hill , 
Decemb. 29.. 1680 , as it was given by h1s own 
band to a Speftator there. Is 


\' Y the permiſſion of A I am this day brought hither to ſuffer 
death as iÞ I were Guilty of High Treaſon. 1 do moſt truly in the preſence 

\ ofthe Eternal, Omriipotent, and All-knowing God , proteſt upon my 

Salvation , that I am as1thocent as itis poſſible for any man to be, ſo much 

2819 a thought, of the Crimes laid to my Charge. 

| [acknowledhe itto bea particular grace and favourof the Holy Trinity, 

to have given methis long time to prepare my ſelf for Eternity, I have not made fo 

uſe of that grace ought to have done ; partly by my not having ſo well recollected 

my ſelf, as I might have done; and partly becauſe not only my Friends, but my Wife 


and Children, have for ſeveral days been forbid to ſee me , but inthe preſence of one of 


my Warders. 'This hath been a great trouble and diftraftion unto me , but I hope God 
of his Infinite Mercy will pardon my Defects, and accept of my good Intentions. 

Since my long Impriſonment I have conſidered often what could be the Original Caufe 
of my being thus accuſed , ſince I knew my ſelf not culpable , ſo much as in a thought; 
and I cannot believe it to be upon any other account than my being of the Church of 


| Rome. Thaveno reaſon to be aſhamed of my Religion, for it teacheth nothing butrhe 


Right Worjhipping of God, Obedience to the King, and due Subordination to the Tem- 
poral Laws of the Kingdom. And I do ſubmit to all Articles of Faith believed and 
taught 1n the Catholick Church, believing them ro be moſt conſonant ro the Word of 
God. And whereas it hath ſo muchand often been objected, That the Church bulds that 
Sovereign Princes , Excommunicated by the Pope, may by their Subjefts be Depoſed or Mut- 
thered: As to the Murther of Princes, I have been taught as a Matter of Faith in the Ga- 


tholick Faith, That ſuch Dottrine of Depoſing Princes, i diabolical, horrid, and deteſtable, 


and contrary to the Law of God , Nature, and Nations : and as ſuch from my heart I re- 
Nnounce al abomunate it. . As for the Dottrine of Depoſing of Princes, I know ſome Di- 
vines of the Catholick Church hofdit, but a able and learned ag they have written a- 


*gainſt it: but it was not pretended to. be the Dodtrine of the Church , thar is, 


oint 
of Catholick Faith : wherefore Ido here in my Conſcience declare that it 1s yoo | and 
real Judgement , That the ſame Doctrine of Depoſing Kings ,* is eontrary*to the Funda- 
mental Laws of this Kingdom, injurious to Sovereign Power, and conſequently would be 
in me or any other of his Majeſties Subjects, impious and damnable. I believe and pro- 


'feſs, That there 1s One God , One Saviour , One Holy Catholick Church, ot which 


thorow the Mercy, Grace, 'and Goodneſs of God , I diea member. 


To my great and unſpeakable grief , I have offended God in many things, by many 
great Offences, but I give him moſt humble thanks, not in any 'of thoſe Crimes of 
which I was Accuſed. | BN, 4 | 

_ All the Members of either Houſe having liberty to propoſe in the Houſe what they 
think fit for the good of the Kingdom, -accordingly-I propoſed whatlI thought kit, 
the Houle is Judge of the fitneſs or unfineſs of it ; and I think Laever faid any thing 
that wasunfitting there , or contrary to the Law and Uſe of Parliament : for certainly 
ifThad, the Lords would as they might, have ſome way puniſhed me : fo I am nor 
culpable before God. © 


It is much reported of Indulgences, Diſpenfations, Pardons, to Murther, Rebel, Lie, 


_ Forſwear, and Commit ſuch other Crimes held and given in the Church , I do here pro- 


feſs in the preſence of God , I never learried, believed, or practifed any ſuch things, bur 
the contrary ; and [ſpeak this without any Equivocation, or Reſervation whatſoever : and 
certainly were I guilty, either my felf , -or knew of any one that were guilty , whoſoever 
that were ſo , of any of thoſe Crimes of which Iam accuſed, I were not only the great- 
eſt Fool imaginable, but a perte&t Mad-man, and as wicked as any of thoſe, that fo falfly 
have accuſed me ; and ſoam guilty of Self Murther ; which is a moſt grievous an4 
hainous Sin; and though I was laſt Impeached-at the Lords Bar , yet I have great grounds 
to believe that I was firſt brought to T'nal , on the belief , that to ſave my life I would 
make ſome great Diſcovery ; and truly fo I would, had I known any ſich thing of any ill 


| Defignorlllegal dangerous Plot , either of my ſelf or any other perſon whoſoever,with- 


out Exception. Bur had Ia thouſand lives, 1 would loſe them all; rather than fal(ly ac- 
cuſe, either my ſelf-or any other whoſoever. And if Ihad known of any Treaſon, and 
ſhould rhus deny it, as I do now upon my falvation, at this time, I ſhould have no bope 
of ſalvation ; which now I have thorow the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, Lars: . * 
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« Ido beſcach Godtobleſs his Majeſty, whois my lawful Kiag nd Soyereigh, who I was 
always by all, Laws Humane and Divine,. bound to Obey ; and 1am ſure t Pow- 
er upon Earth , either {ingly or all yon ,' can legal als me or A: 
to lift a-hand againſt him , or us Legal Authority, Ido bold that the itution of 
the Government of this Kingdom , 1sthe only way to contintte peace 10rfreſs ; 
which God long continue. 6, | oY LS 
IP 2 TNT , LN yn ther oF rug rages . on have ever done, and do; 
; I do-{ificerely profeſs, thatit Icould ar this time free m jo: gg ately 3. and 
eſtabliſh whatReligion I would , .and what-Goyernment I would , and make my: ſe 
as great: ax#Lgould with, and. all bythe death of one of thoſe Fellows, that"by.thei 


perjuries have brought me to, the place where am, Iſo muck abhor to be 


what 1 have ſaid to be really true. = CEE 
Thhallfay little of my 'Trial _ and whether it were all according to the known Law, 

Lam too much a Party to ſay much of it: if it were not ſo, God torgive him or them 

that were. the caulc of it,./,' | 


My Judges were all Perſons of Honour, who wereall as much bound to judge rightly, 


asif they had been upon Oath upon what was legally proved ; and not to Vote bur accord- 


ing as.intheir Conſciences they were fatished ; and if any of them did otherwiſe , upon 
any account whatſoever, 1.beſeech God forgive them , I do {o beartily. q#.7 

I jhall end with my hearty prayers for 4%. IE” of his Majelty , that he may enjoy 
all happineſs in this world and the world to come ; and govern his people according to the 
Laws of God , and that the People may be ſenſible what a Bletſng God hath lo miracu- 
louſly giventhem, and obey him as they ought. Iask pardon with a proſtrate heart ot 
Almighty God, for all the great Offences that I have commutred againſt his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and hope through the Merits and Paſſion of Chriſt Jeſus, to obtain everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs into whoſe hands;I commtmy Spirit, asking Pardon of every perſon that I have 


| doneanywrong,unto : I dofreely forgive all that have any ways wronged me; Ido with 
' all the Devotian and Repentance that I can , humbly invoke the mercy of our Bleſled 


Saviour. SHLY | | (| *: 
I beſeech God not to revenge my innocent Blood on the Nation, or on thoſe that were 


the Cauſers of it, with-my' laſt Breath, 1 (PRs: laſt Breath truly afſert my Innocen- 


# 


cy, and hope the Omnipotent All-ſeeing Jult God 


deal with me accordingly. 
Kb Wd Be: 
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